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‘ ‘I Richard M. Nixon believes
‘he might have beaten John

been free to reveal

’ ban exile invasion:

‘ | 111 the Noveraber issues of the
- Header's Digest. He also a.p-
Cipears 1o ‘concede, If only tac«

iq1d not know of the training
'f‘promam when ‘he” accused
i the, Republicans ‘four. years

Jastro's Commumst. regime
Cin Cuba.:

Thy My, Kennedy just before
{he fourth and last of his

'Nwon “jorced me 10 make
s ‘tne most difficult and, as it

rturned out, . the most costly
[dcomon of my political ca-_:"

‘yeer,” Mi. Nb\on writes,
.Mr. Nixon describes him-

‘morfm.ms strongest advo-
‘cates, but argues that, “to

‘protect tha security of the .

progeam, I had to oppose
JKenuedy, on his - position of
‘advocating that the United
;States openly aid anti-Castro ;

P, Kennedy in the 1960 Presi=-
' dentlal election if he had.
the
|Elsenhowev "Administration’s
'rtmlning progrem for a Cue’

The formex' Vice-Presidenb o
53YS as much In an article

* Pprogram,

knowl that the D -
{tly, that his Democratic rival, nowledge fthat the Lemo- |

‘a0 af belng too soft on Fidel '

itelevision debates with Mr. -

f the training:
jscll as one. of & g, but not the tralning program :
" for Cuban exiles.)"” !
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;@nﬁ Tied
?-igiiig.m Cuba in 60

' Md:) M@-——Nm@m |

‘forces inside and < outside
_. Cuba,” ' __
-The result, the defeated

candidate goes on, was that
“Kennedy cmerged as the
‘man who was advocating a
get- tough policy’ - toward !
Castro. I ‘was the man who
‘soft’ . on Castro—~the
exact opposite of the truth.

Mr. Nixon describes his ef« |
forts to learn whether Mr.

nedy Tiywas” endangermg the"

‘security of the whole opera-’

ition” by ceiling for a Cuban’

exlle training program. Vo

} Kennedy denjed then'|
that he had been told about
i the program, and Mr. Dulles .
‘backcd him up. Fred A.;

-

Kennedy had in fact found l Seanton, the Elsenhower In= |

out about the exile training | terlor Secretary who made

starting from the | I the call to the
: for Mr, Nixon,

‘While House ”

-the
. Agency. :

“I immediately had a mem- | -
ber of my staff call the White
" House on the securlity line to

" e challenge dhirown oub ‘ask if these briefings covered

cratic candidate had already :

. been briefed twice by -Allen

W. Dulles, then "director of:
Central Intelligence

Cuba. A member of the
White House on the security
"line to ask if these briefings
covered Cuba. A member of
the White House staff indi-

- cated they had” the Nixon
axticle says. The next sens.

tence is in parentheses:

"election Allen Dulles was fo

* state that his briefing of

" Kennedy. had intluded Cuba

The debate in question took’
place on Oct. 21, 1960, Mr.
Nixon charged In . his book
“Six Crises"—published In, &

\Marcp._,lsszutbat M, Kens,

1

SE

“(Several months after the-

o] .’75 00149R000500440002-0~ "

stuck o Nis
story, but refused to name -
| the White House source who ¢ R
told him MY, Kennedy had R
1 been briefed a.bout, the cxile - L
I training.

Myr. Nixou's Reader's Di« -
gost article does mot say ex-!
plicitly that he how accepls . :
the Dulles statement. It does: N
say, “At-the time ol the de~! ° : :
bate, however, and after”
_¢hecking with the ''Whitet -
Hose, I had to procecd on thes  “:
‘gssumption - that Kennedy k.
had been  briefed on tho "
secret pxogmm "

The former Vice-Plesident i‘
. does not cxplain how his own'
position in the TV debate {
would have been affected by:
‘the alternabive assumption:.!
that Mr. Kennedy did not .t - o
' fact know sbout the exile: . AETTI P
| program. Presumably M. - IR
i Nixon would still have becn:
forced to keep silent about -
Y the program's exlstence m
1 that.,oase as wen s ifieitiaczh




